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been in so antagonistic a mood towards the world in
general. The achievements of Eugene for Austria were
undone. Charles's losses were greater than any gains
he had made for the Habsburgs earlier in his reign, and
their prestige had suffered an enormous defeat. This
Turkish war made it quite obvious to Europe as a
whole how weak the once mighty Habsburgs had become.
Charles had sacrificed far too much for the Pragmatic
Sanction.

Francis did not take part in this last campaign.
He had been so unpopular when he returned to Vienna
in 1738 that some influential people in Vienna ventured
openly to express the wish that Maria Theresa, and her
inefficient husband, should renounce her right to the
succession. Her sister Marianne was to take her place.
The Emperor would not hear of such a suggestion, but
he was furious with Francis. The two men who had
once been on such friendly terms began to hate each
other. Maria Theresa tried to reconcile them, and as
she was again pregnant this excitement was very bad for
her.

Francis's unpopularity was increased when, on
October 26, 1738, Maria Theresa gave birth to another
daughter, Marianne. Charles was beside himself, it
seemed to him that he was doomed to a family of women.
In his impotent rage he blamed Maria Theresa for this
second disappointment.

Maria Theresa was exhausted from her confinement
and the incessant friction of the Court. She therefore
decided that they must go to Tuscany. Her father ,
approved of this plan, and this journey really amounted
to a period of exile from Austria. They left Vienna in
December 1738, the worst time of the year to cross the
Alps, leaving their elder daughter at home in the care of